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Abstract
Integrating educational philosophy into implementing electronic voting systems (EVS) in
Nigeria holds significant potential for strengthening democratic practices. Education, as a
powerful tool for shaping societal values, is critical in fostering civic responsibility,
transparency, and ethical reasoning among the electorate. This paper critically examines the
philosophical underpinnings of education and how these can inform and enhance the
adoption and effectiveness of EVS in Nigeria. It posits that the success of EVS goes beyond
technological efficiency and hinges on the development of an informed and morally grounded
electorate. Drawing on key principles from the philosophy of education, the study explores
how Nigeria’s educational system can be reoriented to cultivate critical thinking, civic
engagement, and ethical participation in electoral processes. By aligning the objectives of
education with democratic ideals, EVS can become a powerful tool for combating electoral
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fraud and promoting political accountability. This paper offers insights into the challenges
and opportunities of merging educational values with electoral innovations, ultimately
contributing to the broader discourse on democratization in Nigeria and other emerging
democracies.

Keywords: philosophy of education, electronic voting system, Nigeria, educational values.

Background to the Study

The philosophy in particular and philosophy of education plays a critical role in shaping
societies by instilling values, knowledge, and attitudes that promote social, political, and
economic progress. In democratic nations, education is a foundational tool for fostering civic
responsibility and active participation in governance processes according to Felix and
Oladele (2022). Nigeria, as a growing democracy, faces numerous challenges related to
citizen participation in elections, particularly in terms of trust, transparency, and the adoption
of modern technologies like electronic voting systems (EVS). These challenges are
compounded by limited civic education and the digital divide, which affect the ability of
citizens to engage with emerging technologies Adekunle, (2020).

Electronic voting systems represent a significant advancement in electoral processes
worldwide, offering potential benefits such as reducing electoral fraud, enhancing
transparency, and improving voter accessibility. However, the success of such systems
heavily depends on the population’s digital literacy; trust in technology, and understanding of
the electoral process. In Nigeria, where the electoral system has faced recurring issues of
manipulation and violence, EVS offers a pathway to strengthening democracy, but only if
citizens are adequately prepared to embrace and use the system effectively Omotayo and
Adekunle (2021).

The philosophy of education in Nigeria has traditionally focused on literacy,
numeracy, and other foundational subjects, often neglecting civic education and digital
literacy in a rapidly evolving technological landscape. As the country moves towards
integrating more technology into its electoral process, there is a need to re-examine the role
of education in preparing citizens for this shift. By embedding civic responsibility and digital
skills into the educational curriculum, the philosophy of education can play a vital role in
shaping an informed, active, and technologically savvy electorate.

This study aims to explore the relationship between the philosophy of education and
the successful adoption of electronic voting systems in Nigeria. It will examine how
education can be leveraged to address the barriers to EVS implementation, particularly those
related to voter awareness, trust, and technological competence. Additionally, it will assess
the role of educational institutions, government policies, and public awareness campaigns in
promoting the use of EVS as a tool for enhancing democratic participation in Nigeria.

Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework for this study integrates the philosophy of education with
implementation of electronic voting systems (EVS) in Nigeria. The framework draws on
theoretical perspectives that link education, technology, and democratic engagement to

Philosophers of Education Association of Nigeria (PEAN) Vol. 35 No. 2, October 2025 | Formatted by Timsmek Global Publishers® | 241



Philosophy of Education and Electronic Voting System in Nigeria
Dr. Patrick, Chukwudi Chinemere, Oraekesi, Chioma Stella, Anucha, Wisdom Enyi & Ngwoke, Celestine Ikechukwu

address the challenges of adopting EVS in a country where digital literacy and civic
responsibility are still developing.

1. Philosophy of Education

The philosophy of education provides the foundation for understanding how
education shapes the civic values, knowledge, and skills necessary for democratic
participation. John Dewey’s theory of education emphasizes the role of education in fostering
active citizenship and democratic engagement by promoting critical thinking, ethical
responsibility, and social awareness (Dewey, 1916). In the context of this study, the
philosophy of education is conceptualized as a system that not only imparts academic
knowledge but also instills the values and skills needed to participate effectively in
democratic processes, such as voting. This includes fostering digital literacy, civic
responsibility, and trust in technological systems like EVS.

The philosophy of education is particularly relevant in Nigeria, where the educational system
has traditionally focused on literacy and numeracy but has not sufficiently integrated digital
skills and civic education into its curriculum (Aina, 2014). The conceptual framework posits
that by aligning educational philosophy with modern technological and civic needs, education
can play a key role in preparing citizens for the adoption and use of EVS.

Electronic Voting Systems (EVS)

Electronic Voting Systems refer to the use of digital platforms for casting and counting
votes, aimed at improving the transparency, efficiency, and accuracy of elections Ojo, (2019).
EVS can help reduce electoral fraud, ensure quicker vote tallying, and enhance public trust in
electoral outcomes. However, successful implementation of EVS requires a digitally literate
and technologically competent electorate, along with robust systems for ensuring the security
and integrity of the voting process.

The study conceptualizes EVS not merely as a technological solution but as a tool that
requires the support of educational initiatives to ensure public readiness and acceptance.
Given the challenges associated with digital literacy, public skepticism, and security
concerns, EVS must be integrated into a broader civic education agenda that addresses these
barriers. Therefore, the conceptual framework links EVS with educational philosophy to
highlight the role of education in equipping citizens with the skills and knowledge necessary
to engage confidently and responsibly with the techn

Significance of the Study

The study on the linkage between the philosophy of education and electronic voting systems
(EVS) in Nigeria holds significant relevance both for academic inquiry and practical
application in the socio-political landscape of the country. As Nigeria seeks to modernize its
electoral processes, understanding the role of education in promoting the successful adoption
of electronic voting is critical for several reasons
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Rationale for Linking Philosophy of Education with Electronic Voting Systems in
Nigeria

The philosophy of education in Nigeria is a critical framework that shapes the values,
knowledge, and skills imparted to citizens, with the aim of promoting societal development,
national unity, and democratic engagement. As Nigeria grapples with electoral challenges
such as voter apathy, fraud, militarization of electoral processes and logistical inefficiencies,
the adoption of Electronic Voting Systems (EVS) as part of artificial intelligence (Al)
presents a potential solution for enhancing the integrity and efficiency of elections. However,
the successful implementation of EVS requires more than technological innovation—it
demands an informed and engaged electorate. This underscores the importance of linking the
philosophy of education with EVS in Nigeria.

1. Promoting Digital Literacy and Technological Competence One of the key reasons
for linking the philosophy of education with EVS in Nigeria is the need for
widespread digital literacy. Electronic voting systems rely on the use of technology,
which requires citizens to possess basic digital skills. The philosophy of education in
Nigeria, which traditionally focuses on literacy and numeracy, must evolve to
incorporate digital literacy as a core component of civic education. By promoting
technological competence, education can empower citizens to confidently engage
with EVS, thereby reducing the digital divide and ensuring that all voters, including
those in rural and underserved areas, can participate in the electoral process
Ezenwafor & Onokala, (2016).

2. Enhancing Civic Responsibility and Electoral Participation

A core goal of the philosophy of education is to develop responsible citizens who actively
participate in civic duties, including voting. Linking this philosophy to EVS highlights the
role of education in fostering civic responsibility. Nigeria has historically faced challenges
with voter turnout, partly due to a lack of trust in the electoral process. By integrating
education with the principles of democratic engagement, schools and educational institutions
can emphasize the importance of participating in elections and the role of technology in
safeguarding electoral integrity. This can help build public confidence in EVS and motivate
greater electoral participation Uwaifo, (2008).

, there has been growing interest in adopting Electronic Voting Systems (EVS) as a
means to address these problems. While EVS offers the potential to improve the
transparency, efficiency, and accessibility of elections, its implementation in Nigeria faces
several obstacles, including digital illiteracy, a lack of public trust in technology, and
concerns over security vulnerabilities Oghuvbu, Gberevbie, , & Oni, (2022).

A key problem lies in the gap between the technological capabilities of EVS and the
readiness of the Nigerian electorate to engage with this new system. Many Nigerian citizens,
particularly in rural areas, have limited access to digital technology and may not possess the
skills needed to navigate electronic voting platforms Nwokora & Yagboyaju, (2018).
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Additionally, the existing education system in Nigeria has not sufficiently integrated digital
literacy and civic education to prepare citizens for such technological advancements in
governance. This gap raises concerns about the inclusivity and accessibility of EVS, as it may
disenfranchise voters who lack the necessary knowledge and skills to participate effectively
Ezenwafor & Onokala,( 2016).

Recommendations
Integrating Electronic Voting Systems (EVS) in Nigeria: Incorporating the Philosophy of
Education.

The successful integration of electronic voting systems (EVS) as parts of artificial intelligent
in Nigeria requires a holistic approach that draws on the philosophy of education to address
the various challenges identified. By emphasizing democratic values, civic responsibility, and
critical thinking, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance the effectiveness
and acceptance of EVS in Nigeria's electoral process.

1. Enhancing Security Measures with an Educational Perspective
Security remains a critical concern in the implementation of EVS. To safeguard the
integrity of the electoral process while fostering an educational environment, the following
measures should be prioritized:

a. Robust Authentication Protocols: Implement multi-factor authentication systems that
require voters to verify their identities using secure methods, such as biometric data or
national identification cards. This approach aligns with the educational philosophy of
empowering individuals with knowledge about the security of their voting process
(Euractiv, 2020).

b. Regular Audits and Independent Monitoring: Establish independent bodies to
conduct regular audits of the voting systems, ensuring transparency and accountability.
This practice not only enhances trust but also serves as a learning opportunity for
electoral officials, promoting the principles of reflective practice and continuous
improvement (Kivimae, S., Parna, K., & Raak, R. (2018).

2. Fostering Public Education and Awareness Educating the public about electronic
voting and its benefits is crucial for ensuring acceptance and participation. The following
strategies emphasize the philosophy of education

Conclusion:

The integration of Electronic Voting Systems (EVS) in Nigeria represents a significant step
towards enhancing the democratic process and promoting civic responsibility among citizens.
This study has examined the interplay between the philosophy of education and the
implementation of EVS, highlighting the importance of education in fostering informed and
active participation in the electoral process. The findings underscore that effective
implementation of EVS is not solely a technical endeavor; it also requires a cultural shift
rooted in educational values that promote transparency, accountability, and inclusivity.
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The recommendations provided, which emphasize security, public education, legal
frameworks, technological infrastructure, and inclusivity, reflect the necessity of integrating
educational principles into the electoral process. By fostering a better understanding of EVS
through comprehensive public education campaigns and community engagement initiatives,
stakeholders can work towards building trust in the electoral process. Furthermore,
addressing legal and regulatory frameworks will ensure that all citizens are aware of their
rights and responsibilities in a democratic society, thereby enhancing civic engagement.

The current state of EVS in Nigeria shows both promise and challenges. While there have
been advancements in technology and infrastructure, issues such as security concerns, public
skepticism, and accessibility for marginalized communities remain prevalent. To address
these challenges, it is imperative to prioritize the educational component of the electoral
process, ensuring that all stakeholders, from electoral officials to voters, are equipped with
the necessary knowledge and skills to navigate the complexities of electronic voting.

In conclusion, the integration of EVS in Nigeria is not merely a matter of adopting new
technology; it is an opportunity to reshape the democratic landscape by fostering a culture of
informed citizenship. By linking the philosophy of education with the implementation of
EVS, Nigeria can promote civic responsibility and enhance democratic participation,
ultimately leading to a more robust and transparent electoral process.
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